Influence of rostral and caudal brain stem reticular formation on thalamic neurons.
Single neuronal activity was recorded from the diffuse thalamic system. Influence of the rostral desynchronizing and caudal synchronizing structures of the brain stem reticular formation on these neurons was studied. Rostral stimulation produced an increase and caudal stimulation a decrease in the thalamic unit firing. A possible mechanism by which the brain stem reticular structures influence the cortical neurons is proposed on the basis of these findings.